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39O TRANSACTIONS OF THE ROYAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES.

GREAT BRITAIN.

THE first volume of Mr. LESLIE
STEPHEN'S new work,1 so eagerly
expected, is now before us, and
more than realises all the hopes
we had entertained about it. Just
as the dictionaries of Messrs.
Murray and Skeat can compare
favourably with M. Littre's lexi-
con, so we are at last able to
oppose an excellently designed
and carefully written dictionary
of national biography to our
French neighbours' over-praised
Biographie Universelle. We regret
that Mr. Stephen has not thought
fit to usher in his work by a short
preface indicating the plan ac-
cording to which it has been
compiled, and the limits within
which it is to be comprised ; the
notices and prospectuses given
from time to time in the journals
and magazines scarcely make up
for the absence of an introduc-
tion, however brief; and we trust
that this desideratum may be
supplied in the second volume.

Eighty-seven well-known writers
have contributed to this first in-
stalment ; and the articles, extend-
ing from Abbadie to Anne, illus-
trate every branch of politics, art,
science, and literature. The stage
is represented as well as the
pulpit. In every case the autho-
rities consulted are given, and
special pains have been bestowed
upon the bibliographical refer-
ences. Let us hope that as little
delay as possible may occur in the
publication of the Dictionary of
National Biography, and that we
of the present generation may
live to welcome the issue of the
fiftieth volume.

The translation of Dr. CARL
PETER'S 2 Historical and Chrono-
logical Tables of Greek History has
been suggested to the authorities
of the University of Cambridge,
in consequence of some new
regulations affecting the examin-
ation of undergraduates. Inde-
pendently of this circumstance,

1 Dictionary of National Biography. Edited by Leslie Stephen. Vol. I.—
Abladie—Anne. 8vo., 474 pp. London : Smith, Elder, & Co.

2 Chronological Tables of Greek History, accompanied by a Short Narrative of
Events, with References to the Sources of Information, and Extracts from the
Ancient Authorities. By Carl Peter. Translated from the German by G. Chawner,
Fellow and Lecturer of King's College, Cambridge. 4to., xii—142 pp. Cam-
bridge : at the University Press.
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the volume before us certainly
deserved to be republished in an
English form, and the success it
has obtained in Germany is a
sufficient evidence of its merit.
The introduction contains a brief
account of Greece, its subdivi-
sion, physical characteristics, and
oldest inhabitants. The tables are
subdivided into parallel columns
extending about halfway down
each page, the other half being
devoted to notes of two different
kinds. We have, in the first
place, brief explanations of the
facts simply entered in the
various columns ; and secondly,
short but excellent biographical
sketches of the persons men-
tioned. We are glad to see that
Dr. Peter's tables of Roman
history are announced for imme-
diate publication by the Syndics
of the Cambridge University
Press.

Sir WILLIAM MUIR ' is so
well known in connection with
the history of Islam, that this new
book of his is sure to command
the attention of all students
anxious to secure some brief
and reliable information about
Mahomed, and his character as a
warrior and as the founder of a
new religion. The author has
limited himself strictly to a bio-

graphy of the prophet; but the
appendix gives us a succinct ap-
preciation of the Koran, the laws
of Islam, and the relations which
exist between the creed of the
Mahomedans and Christianity.
The Koran is, of course, the
authority to which all appeal is
made, and the decisions of which
are absolutely final, however va-
riously its meaning may be in-
terpreted ; but there is, besides,
an immense store of traditions
embodying the sayings and
doings of Mahomed, originating
from his immediate followers
and companions, and which have
been committed to writing, so as
to form an additional rule for the
faith and practice of believers.
The second division of Sir
William Muir's appendix con-
tains a short statement of the
principal laws which govern the
Mahomedan community; and in
the third we have a kind of com-
parative history of religion—that
is to say, an estimate of Islamism
as a rival claimant for authority
with polytheism on the one hand,
and Christianity on the other.
The volume is illustrated with a
large map of Arabia, and four
engravings.

When an author professes to
give,2 in five hundred and sixty-

1 Mahomed and Islam : a Sketch of the PropheCs Life, from original sources,
and a Brief Outline of his Religion. By Sir William Muir, K.C.S.I., D.C.L.,
LL.D. 8vo., vii—256 pp. London : Religious Tract Society.

2 An Epitome of History: Ancient, Mediaeval, and Modern. By Carl Ploetz.
Translated, with extensive additions, by W. H. Tillinghurst, Harvard College,
Cambridge, U.S.A. 8vo., xi—618 pp. London: Blaclue & Son.
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four pages, a resume of history—
ancient, mediaeval, modern—it is
quite obvious that we cannot
expect more than a string of
names, an array of dates, and a
condensed condensation, if we
may so say, of facts. And yet
it is wonderful to see how tho-
roughly well Dr. CARL PLOETZ
has managed to get through a
task which would seem at the
first glance singularly dull and
unattractive. This book, with its
accompaniment of genealogical
tables, is exactly the work which
we would recommend to students
as either a programme to be
developed at leisure, or a help
towards collecting together the
results of previous teaching and
reading. Mr. TILLINGHURST, the
American author to whom we
are indebted for the translation
of this volume, has made nume-
rous additions to it, and adapted
it to the wants of pupils in our
schools and universities.

The series of Diocesan His-
tories published by the Christian
Knowledge Society is one which
deserves to be extensively known,
and which, when known, cannot
fail to be appreciated as invalu-
able contributions to the history
not only of the English Church,
but of the social and domestic
life of the English people. One

thing seems perfectly clear from
Dr. JESSOPP'S book on Norwich,1

that although a notable improve-
ment has taken place lately in
the calendaring, housing, and
preserving of parochial registers
and other documents, a great
deal still remains to be. done.
Huge bundles of papers are yet
unsorted and buried under cen-
turies' accumulation of dust;
diocesan papers which ought to
be at Sudbury, Norwich, or in
the Norfolk archives, have found
their way to the Bodleian; many
are in the possession of private
individuals ; some belong now to
the library of Cardinal Manning.
We are told by Dr. Jessopp that
the chief offenders in the dilapi-
dation and unlawful appropria-
tion of diocesan muniments were
Foxe, the martyrologist, and
Bishop Tanner. The former
borrowed the registers of the see
from Bishop Parkhurst, his inti-
mate friend, made large extracts
from them, but never returned
them. Of the latter our author
tells us that ' during the eleven
years that he was Archdeacon of
Norfolk he seems to have treated
the records of the archdeaconry
as if they were his own; and
whenever he got an original
document into his hands, he
kept it and added it to his collec-

1 Diocesan Histories.—Norwich. By the Rev. Augustus Jessopp, D.D., Rector
of Seaming, late Head Master of King Edward VI.'s School, Norwich. 8vo., xii—
254 pp. Winchester. By William Benham, B.D., F.S. A., Rector of St. Edmund
the King, Lombard Street. 8vo., 28.5 pp. London : Christian Knowledge
Society.
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tion.' It is only fair to say, how-
ever, that although the Tanner
MSS. have left the spot where
they ought to be, they are, at any
rate, carefully preserved; and,
further, they are enumerated and
described in ' incomparable cata-
logues, which would certainly
never have been made if they
had not found their way to
Oxford.' Those readers who
look for something more than
mere details of Church history
in a book like the present one
will not be disappointed. The
' Black Death,' the relations ex-
isting during the Middle Ages
between the clergy and the
people, the details of country life,
the ejection of married ecclesias-
tics in Queen Mary's time—all
these and many more similar
particulars are duly explained
and recorded by Dr. Jessopp.
The usual map and alphabetical
index deserve also to be men-
tioned.

Mr. BENHAM'S account of the
diocese of Winchester is equally
interesting. Amongst the most
striking pieces of information we
have noticed is the paragraph
about the Domesday Book, also
called ' Liber de Wintonia,' from
the fact, not that it gives any
special details about the diocese,
but because the presentation of
it to King William in 1086 took
place probably at Winchester.

As in the case of the volume we
were examining just now, a good
deal is said here about the old
charters as evidence for the
tenure of the land, the parish
boundaries, and other such
matters; but whatever trust we
may have been disposed to place,
d priori, upon these documents,
must be shaken by the fact that
a great proportion of them are
known to be spurious, although,
as the late Mr. Green observed,
they were not forged for fraudu-
lent purposes. ' A truer expla-
nation,' Mr. Benham remarks,
'traces the forged documents to
the frequent fires in those days
through the monasteries being
built of wood. Genuine docu-
ments were burned, and were
reproduced from memory—-not
to rob others, but to secure
what was already possessed.'
An excellent appendix to Mr.
Benham's volume gives statistical
details on the Church lands, the
alien priories, the various epi-
scopal residences, the churches
consecrated during the present
century, and, finally, a list of the
bishops and deans since the
beginning.

The history of Henry IV.,
King of England, had never yet
been written, and we have to
thank Mr. WYLIE for supplying
a desideratum which has too long
been allowed to exist.1 There

1 History of England under Henry the Fourth. In two vols. By James
Hamilton Wylie, M. A., one of Her Majesty's Inspectors of Schools. Vol. I.,
1399-1404. London : Longmans, pp. xvi—487.
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is little doubt that the neglect
which the fifteenth century has
suffered at the hands of pro-
fessed historians is mainly due
to two causes : in the first place,
the original English chroniclers
and annalists of those times have
not the merit of those who imme
diately preceded them; and in
the second, the events • which
marked the reign of Henry IV.
are not of that brilliant, pictu-
resque character which commands
the attention of most readers.
It is chiefly in the constitutional
history of the reign that we must
look for points of interest; and
thus viewed the work of Mr.
Wylie deserves a distinguished
place in all good libraries. The
volume now before us extends
from 1399 to 1404 ; we can
therefore scarcely give just now
an opinion on the writer's plan,
and on his way of interpreting
history ; but, so far as we are
able to judge, he is careful in the
choice of his authorities, and he
has consulted all -the documents
and pieces justificatives which can
throw any light on the period of
which he treats. Amongst the
chapters which will probably be
found most interesting is the one
on the Lollards, and that de-
scribing the share which the
mendicant friars are supposed to

have had in preaching sedition
and in spreading feelings of dis-
content against King Henry. We
have here the earliest symptoms
of the Reformation ; and in Eng-
land, as well as on the Continent,
we find the real opinions both
on Church and State represented
chiefly by the lower orders of the
regular clergy, whose relations to
the mob were closest and strong-
est The religious questions of
the fourteenth century afford Mr.
Wylie ample opportunity for
quoting from Chaucer and the
various political songs published
by Mr. Wright.

Professor BABINGTON'S An-
cient Cambridgeshire^ the second
edition of which has recently been
issued, is really the expansion of
a short essay on the Roman
roads which crossed each other
at Camboritum (Cambridge).
Read at a meeting of the Cam-
bridge Antiquarian Society thirty-
five years ago, it was not pub-
lished till 1853, and had in the
interval been enlarged by the
author so as to comprise an
account not only of the roads, but
of all the Roman remains exist-
ing in the county. Then, bearing
in mind the fact that Cam-
bridgeshire was thoroughly occu-
pied in the Roman period, as is
demonstrated by the large crop

1 Ancient Cambridgeshire ; or, an Attempt to trace Roman and other Ancient
Roads that passed through the County of Cambridge, with a Record of the Places
where Roman Coins and other Remains have been found. Second edition, much
enlarged. By Charles Cardale Babington, M.A., F.R.S., F.S.A., Fellow of
St. John's College, and Professor of Botany in the University of Cambridge.
Deighton & Co. 8vo., pp. viii—116.
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of coins and articles of pottery
found in almost every parish, we
cannot but rejoice at the develop-
ment which Professor Babington
has been led to give to his vol-
ume, which is, as a matter of fact,
the only complete work we have
on the subject he has undertaken
to discuss. It is divided into six
sections, corresponding respec-
tively to the following topics :—i.
Roman station at Cambridge.
2. Ancient roads through Cam-
bridge. 3. Other ancient roads
in Cambridgeshire. 4. An-
cient ditches in Cambridgeshire.
5. The Car dyke. 6. The old
course of the rivers through the
fens. The epoch covered by the
Roman occupation strictly marks
the scope of Professor Babing-
ton's work; and British anti-
quities (stone implements, spear-
heads, &c.) are rarely mentioned
except when they are in some
way associated with Roman re-
mains. The pictorial illustrations
comprise several plans, fac-
similes of cups, inscriptions, &c,
and a large map of the county,
representing the direction of the
ancient roads.

The publication of Dr. LECH-
LER'S biography of Wycliffe' is
thoroughly what the French
would call un ouvrage de circon-
stance ; it coincides with an

anniversary which many English-
men will rejoice to celebrate, and
it supplements in a fitting manner
the work undertaken by the
Wycliffe Society. It was in 1878
that the German original of the
present volume was brought out
for the first time ; in addition to
the life of the Reformer, it con-
tained a large quantity of biblio-
graphical details, notes, &c, and
an account of the precursors of
Wycliffe, not only in England, but
throughout Europe. Dr. Lori-
mer, in translating for the benefit
of English readers Dr. Lechler's
masterly production, thought it
advisable to condense or suppress
all that was not immediately
connected with the Reformation
movement in this island. The
original work consisted of two
closely printed volumes of 1,400
pages, and the verbatim render-
ing of so bulky a biography would
have been equally useless and
impracticable. It was found that
one single preliminary chapter
would suffice to communicate all
that the author had written
respecting Grosseteste, Occam,
and the rest of Wycliffe's fore-
runners on English soil. Pro-
fessor Lechler at once acceded
to this reduced programme of
the translation, and not only
prepared for Dr. Lorimer's use a

1 John Wycliffe and his English Precursors. By Professor Lechler, D.D.,
of the University of Leipzic. Translated from the German, with additional notes
by the late Professor Lorimer, D.D. A new edition, revised ; with chapter on
the events after Wycliffe's death. 8vo., pp. xxii—512. London : Religious
Tract Society.

5 7
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new arrangement of the original
text, but also made a careful
revision both of text and notes.
Thus modified and recast, the
English translation was published
eight years ago. The difference
existing between the present edi-
tion and the first one may be
conveniently given in the very
words of the preface : ' Marginal
summaries have been introduced,
and a copious index added. The
long quotations from Wycliffe's
latter works, which formed a large
part of Dr. Lechler's appendix,
have been omitted, as hardly
necessary in view of the probable
publication of the Reformer's
whole works. A chapter has,
however, been added, containing
a compendious summary of parts
of Dr. Lechler's second volume,
Die Nachwirkungen Wtclifs,
with other matter bearing on the
diffusion of his doctrines.' Seven
illustrations have been added to
this handsome octavo, which
reflects the greatest credit upon
the Religious Tract Society.

Mr. K LEI NWACHTER'S pamph-
let ' is a kind of bicentenary com-
memoration. In October 1883
two centuries had elapsed since
the island of Formosa was joined
to the Chinese Empire under the

Ta-Ching dynasty; this was an
important event, and was worth
while recording for the use of
future historians. It would be
interesting also to view the
gradual extension of the Chinese
government in the island, and the
troubles which it has had there
from time to time. Considering
the relations at present existing
between ' the Flowery Empire'
and Europe, any information we
can obtain on the Chinese, their
policy, their conquests, and their
administration is most welcome :
and although Mr. Kleinwachter's
monograph, originally published
in the China Review (vol. xii., No.
4), is perhaps too brief, it gives us
the main points of real import-
ance. The inhabitants of For-
mosa have lost their liberty, but
they are well treated by the
Chinese officials ; and it appears
that in that case, as well as in
many others we might name,
material prosperity and security
go a good deal towards making
servitude acceptable.

Whilst several local magazines
of antiquarian and historical value
are discontinued from want of
adequate support, we are glad to
see that the Western Antiquary2

still maintains its ground. It is

1 Tlie History of Formosa under the Chinese Government. (Published in the
China Review, vol. xii., No. 4.) By George Kleinwachter, of the Chinese Im-
perial Maritime Customs Service. Hong-Kong : printed at the China Mail Office.
8vo., pp. 8.

2 The Western Antiquary, or Devon and Cornwall Note-book. Edited by
\V. H. K. Wright, Borough Librarian, Plymouth. Fourth Series, Part VI.
Plymouth : Leeke.
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obvious that such publications
are very much needed, and are
calculated to be extremely useful,
because our old friend the Lon-
don Notes and Queries, even
backed by such periodicals as
the Antiquary and the Anti-
quarian and Bibliographer, can-
not afford room for the increasing
number of communications, both
long and short, which local scho-
lars are ever ready to bring to
light. The present number of
the Western Antiquary, besides
various articles of interest, re-
views, genealogical notes, &c,
contains particulars of the London
and suburban residences of Sir
Walter Raleigh, notes on the
family of Ley, Devonshire local
rhymes and proverbs, and other
similar topics. The illustrations
are views and details of Talland
Church, Cornwall, and the es-
cutcheon of James Ley, who, after
being made peer of the realm
under the title of Baron Ley of
Ley, in the county of Devon, by
James I., was advanced by Charles
I. to the dignity of Earl of
Marlborough, in the county of
Wilts.

The Pennsylvania Magazine
of History and Biography ' com-
bines the features of a review
and a notes-and-queries illus-
trated journal. Amongst the

articles of some length inserted
in the two fasciculi now before
us we have noticed a very in-
teresting account of the colony of
New Sweden, one of the Society of
Friends at Burlington, and one of
the Welsh settlement at Gwynwd
in South Pennsylvania, the origin
of which is traced back to the
beginning of the last century.
Mr. Shea's biographical sketch of
Richard de Beaujeu cannot fail
to strike French readers, giving as
it does the most salient points in
the life of a Canadian officer who,
as Mr. Shea remarks, 'planned
the boldest operations of French
arms against the English in the
struggle for supremacy in the
New World.' As a specimen of
the papers on subjects of tem-
porary importance, we may
mention the account of the
inauguration of a new hall,
constructed for the use of the
Historical Society of Pennsyl-
vania.

The essays published under
the title of Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity Studies* are in no wise
limited to strictly American sub-
jects, although they are issued at
Baltimore, and the authors have
been at some time or other
connected with a teaching body
belonging to that city. On the
present occasion, however, we

1 The Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography. Vol. viii., parts I
and 2. 8vo. Philadelphia.

2 Johns Hopkins University Studies in Historical and Political Science.
Herbert B. Adams, editor. Second Series. Nos. v.-x. 8vo. Baltimore :
Murray.

N.S.—VOL. II . E E

5 7 ' *
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have to notice four remarkable
disquisitions referring immedi-
ately to America : two deal with
taxation (V.-VL, taxation in the
United States ; VII1.-IX., Indian
money as a factor in New Eng-
land civilisation); a third, which
describes the formation and or-
ganisation of the State of Iowa,
is particularly curious as showing
us the origin of most political
communities in modern North
America (VII,, institutional be-
ginnings of a western State); the
fourth, finally (X., town and
county government in the English
colonies of North America),
proves that in those colonies
town and county government
were both the survival of the
English common law parish of
1600. ' In the old dominion,' says
the author,' and in Massachusetts,
the county was the offspring of
the city and plantation. In the
northern colony, the town, which
was but the successor of the
plantation, remained as the basis
of the social organisation; while
in the southern colony the
municipal divisions entirely dis-
appeared, and the parish filled the
vacancy as well as it could.'

The United Service1 is also
a Philadelphia review ; and
although mainly devoted, as its

title sufficiently shows, to things
military, it readily opens its pages
to novels {One of the Duanes, by
Mrs. HAMILTON), and to poetry,
(The Rescue, by MARGARET

OWEN). The paper on the con-
dition of the thirteenth and four-
teenth centuries is full of real
value. Each number of the
Review, in addition to articles
properly so called, contains edi-
torial notes and brief paragraphs,
grouped together under the title
of Service Literature.

Mr. FORREST has done timely
service 2 to readers who take an
interest in Indian affairs by
publishing the official writings of
Mr. Mountstuart Elphinstone.
There was, indeed, scarcely a
branch of the service, scarcely
a problem connected with the
government of India, which Mr.
Elphinstone did not discuss ; and
he brought to the investigation
of these problems vast experience
and a liberal and highly cultivated
mind. The volume we are now
noticing has therefore the two-
fold merit of being at the same
time a record of past transactions,
and also an admirable guide for
persons who may either just now,
or at some future time, be
employed in the administration
of India. By way of preface,

1 The United Service, or Monthly Review of Military and Naval Affairs.
Vol. xi., No. 4. 8vo. Philadelphia.

s Selections from the Minutes and other Official Writings of the Honourable
Mountstuart Elphinstone, Governor of Bombay, with an Introductory Memoir.
Edited by George W. Forrest, Fellow of the University of Bombay. London :
Bentley. 8vo., x—578 pp.
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Mr. Forrest has added a bio-
graphical sketch mainly based on
Sir Edward Colebrooke's memoir
published in the Royal Asiatic
Journal.

Messrs. Chapman and Hall's
useful series of military bio-
graphies has lately been en-
riched by Colonel MALLESON'S
life of the distinguished Austrian,
Marshal Loudon, or Laudon, as
he is sometimes called.1 We
are thus invited to study once
more the events connected with
the Seven Years' War, and to go
over the ground already visited
by Thomas Carlyle, and quite
recently by the Due de Broglie.
Colonel Malleson has done his
work with his usual care. A
portrait of Loudon and four ex-
cellent maps add much to the
value of the book.

No one will accuse Sir
SPENSER ST. JOHN

 2 of seeing
things couleur de rose; if his
account of Hayti is a correct one
—and there is no reason to doubt
it—that island is in a state of
moral, political, and material
decay which it is frightful to con-
template. The mulatto element
will soon be entirely superseded
by the negro one, with all its

characteristics of fetishism, -can-
nibalism, &c. Sir Spenser St.
John, before holding the position
of Special English Envoy to
Mexico, was for many years
Minister Resident and Consul-
General in Hayti, and he there-
fore speaks of things which he
thoroughly knows. There are,
he says, materials in abundance
for any one who would feel
tempted to write a complete
history of the island ; but the
record of an endless succession
of civil wars and disturbances
would be useless ; and therefore
our author has wisely, we think,
contented himself with a sum-
mary, completing it by separate
chapters on the geographical
features of Hayti, its religion,
army, language, literature, &c.
A good map faces the title-page.

The letters of Jane Austen,3

edited by Lord BRABOTJRNE,
will disappoint the many admirers
of the accomplished novelist.
They are, as a rule, provokingly
uninteresting, and half of them
might certainly have been
omitted. In fact, it is a pity that
only a selection was not given
by way of illustrating Mr. Austen
Leigh's memoir.

GUSTAVE MASSON.

1 Military Biographies—London. By Colonel Malleson, C.S.I. London :
Chapman & Hall. 8vo., vi—241 pp.

2 Hayti, or the Black Republic. By Sir Spenser St. John. London : Smith
& Elder. 8vo., xiv—343 pp.

' Letters of Jane Austen. Edited, with an introduction and critical remarks,
by Edward, Lord Brabourne. London : Bentley. 2 vols. 8vo., xv—740 pp.
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